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BirdTorque Autumn 2025. 
 
Welcome to the autumn edition of BirdTorque. 
 
Congratulations to Dale Tonkin on being awarded the Mike 
Schultz Memorial Trophy. 2023 winner, Thomas McMillan 
presented Dale with the trophy at the December club meeting. 
Daleôs winning XE S Pack is featured on page 7. 
 
Congratulations, also to Ivan Girado who won two trophies in 
the Auto Expo Show N Shine. Best Muscle Car and a Top 
Five trophy. Pictures of Ivanôs XY at the show ónô shine are in 
the summer edition of BirdTorque. 
 
Many thanks  to everyone who contributed to this issue of 
BirdTorque.  Dale supplied the story and pictures of his 1983 
XE Falcon S Pack. Sam supplied the pictures from the Day 
after Australia Day Event. Pictures from the Coffee and 
Chrome at Mile End are Jasonôs. Philôs contribution is on 
page 4, with picture supplied by Martin. 
 
The All Ford Day at Geelong is on in April, celebrating 100 years of Ford (See page 5). Vince has provided 
information about the event and accommodation. 
 
 
If anyone has pictures or would like to write a couple of paragraphs (or more) about themselves, their cars 
or any events they have been to, please send them to me for inclusion in BirdTorque.   
 
 
  
 
 Editor  -  Alan Whiting 
 
 birdtorque24@gmail.com 
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Falcon Car Club of SA - Committee 2024  -  2025 
 

Email <falconcarclubofsa@outlook.com> 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President  Phil Mitchell  0407 706 552 

Vice President      Sam Rochester    0415 148 657 

Secretary  Brett Little  0432 552 045 

Treasurer  Mark Seward  0417 837 537 

NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Assistant Secretary  Natasha Schubert  btauto@bigpond.com  

Assistant Treasurer  Bill Poneros  0418 856 850 

Membership Officer  Bruce Lucking  0435 945 648 

Sponsor & Property Member Mark Rennie  0488 200 018 

  Steve Bordignon 

Events Member  Jason Lamperd  0417 783 326 

Social Member  Mark Rennie  0488 200 018 

Assistant Social Member  Helen Poneros 

GENERAL COMMITTEE (APPOINTED) 

Public Officer  Jason Lamperd  0417 783 326 

Club Registrar  Dale Tonkin  0438 866 632 

Editorial Lead  Alan Whiting  0448 004 949  birdtorque24@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Brett Little  Contact via FB Messenger   

PR / Social Media  Brett Little  Members & Public Page 

  Gary Hallett  Members Page 

  Sam Rochester  Members Page 

  Phil Mitchel  Members Page 

  Natasha Schubert  Members Page 

  Dale Tonkin  Public Page 

Assistant Events Member  Vince Clark 

Federation Representative  Allan Mitchell 8298 7955 0409 677 429 

Membership Renewals  Michael Scarman 8281 5228 0488 045 325  

  Bruce Lucking  0435 945 648  

Club Registration  Dale Tonkin  Inspector /  Registrar 

  Allan Mitchell  Inspector 

  Michael Scarman  Inspector 

  Bruce Lucking  Inspector 

  Leigh Ragless  Inspector 

  Martin Douglas  Inspector 

MEMBERSHIP 
As a member of the Club you are required to meet the following criteria, as defined in the Club Constitution, within any financial year, 1st July 
to 30th June. 
 

¶ Shall be financial. 
¶ Need not own a Falcon or Ford of any other model 
 
Failure to meet these requirements will void your membership of the club and cancellation of your historic registration. 

 

CLUB REGISTRATION 
When restoring your vehicle itôs a good idea to speak with one of the inspectors to confirm eligibility for conditional registration. 
 
Failure to abide by the rules and regulations may jeopardise the Federation, Our Club and Yourselves. 
 
Failure to have a log book stamped indicates that the vehicle does not comply for historic registration, the Department of Transport is duly 
notified, and the registration is cancelled. 

 

It's important to note that to be eligible for club registration, the vehicle needs to be at least 25 years old and you need to be a current financial 
member of the club. You'll be issued with a log book once the vehicle is registered to record the days the vehicle is used. This must be recorded 
in pen and each person who drives the vehicle in any part of a 24 hour day, needs to fill in and sign the log book. If you drive past midnight, 
you need to stop and fill in another line in your logbook. Your log book needs to be signed each year by an inspector to be valid. If you do 
drive the vehicle without adhering to the points above your vehicle is deemed to be not registered and is unlikely to be covered by insurance. If 
you have any questions about Club Rego please see one of the inspectors. 

mailto:birdtorque@falconcarclub.com.au
mailto:999samuael@gmail.com


4 

 

10% discount at Maughan Thiem. 
 
Arthur at Bob Jane will give you a good deal. 
 
Repco kindly supplies gifts for our raffles. 
 
Baa Moo Oink gives the club discount on catering. 

PrDRHCDMS½R .DRR@FD 
 

Hello to all members, I trust you all had a great Xmas and New Year celebrations. 
 
As a club we have had a very successful year.  At present our membership numbers sits at 262. 
 
Our club held its Registration/Logbook day at the West Croydon Football Club on Sunday 23 June 2024 & com-
bined this with a free BBQ lunch and our clubôs subsidised drinks tickets for members attending to either renew or 
join for the first time.  The footy club allowed us access to the oval to display our classic cars.  We processed 160 
memberships on the day. 
 
Our time at the Fawk Reserve Hall ended and our club returned to Port Rd Croydon to the brand new Model T 
Clubrooms on Monday 5 August.  For those who have not been, the facilities are marvellous both inside and outside. 
 
Our club had its Xmas Party at the West Croydon Football Club on Sunday 15 December 2024.  The footy club 
again allowed us to display our classic cars on the oval.  This event was well attended despite the temperature of 
40C during the day.  A big thankyou to Mark Rennie, Helen Poneros and their helpers who cooked the BBQ and 
served us all while outside under the veranda in the heat, while we were inside in the air-conditioning.  Our club  
provided free drinks to members on the day and a Xmas raffle was held with heaps of prizes on offer.  Santa arrived 
with presents for the kids. The members and their families attending had a great time. 
 
On 27 January our Club held a Day After Australia Day cruise and BBQ lunch, also supplying free drinks at the 
clubrooms at Port Rd.  The cruise was to Outer Harbour and back to the clubrooms via the Esplanade.  This was  
attended by 40 members who enjoyed themselves. 
 
Our club has done well with the SA Govt government grants Round 2 and with this money has purchased 3 laptops 
for President, Secretary and Treasurer.  We have also purchased 2 gazebos & walls which will have club signage on 
them (walls only).   We have an application in for Round 3 of the grants awaiting approval, we are quietly confident. 
 
For those members who havenôt attended functions as yet, you should and get to know your fellow members, swap 
stories, display your classic car and look at  the other members classic cars, while at the same time enjoying  
complementary food and drinks put on by the club.  
 
For those of you who havenôt attended a monthly meeting yet, you should to once again get to know fellow  
members and swap stories, skills and maybe even source parts for your classic car. 
 
At the monthly meetings, 4 times a year the club puts on a free supper and encourages members to stay back and  
socialise. 
 
Monthly meetings are held on  
the first Monday of the month  
at 7.30pm.   
 
Logbook and membership 
processing is from 7pm.   
 
There is no meeting in January 
 
Thankyou 
Phil Mitchell 
President. 
 
 
 

Club Supporters 

February Meeting 
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Vince Clark is organizing a cruise to Geelong for the All Ford Day. The plan is to leave Adelaide early on 
Friday, April 4th, with rest stops at Tailem Bend, Bordertown, Horsham and Ballarat.  
 
Recommended accommodation in Geelong is the Parkside Motel at 68-72 High Street, Belmont, Geelong. 
Phone: 03 52436766     Email: info@parksidemotel.com.au     Web: www.parksidemotel.com.au  
 
For more information contact Vince 0412 180 237 or Jason 0417 783 326. 
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Michael Schultz Memorial Trophy  
Recipients 

 
2004 Dale Tonkin XT Sedan 
2005 Alan Crossley XR Sedan 
2006 Ron Hoad XW Sedan 
2007 George Greda XP Ute 
2008 Allan Mitchell XY Sedan & XY Ute 
2009 David Kraft XY Panel Van 
2010 Holly Byrne Ford Thunderbird 
2011 Jill & Bob Waterman XY Fairmont 
2012 Dale & Kylie Tonkin XM Falcon Coupe 
2013 Mark Baker XP Falcon Squire Wagon  
2014 Ivan Girardo XY Sedan 
2015 Brett Hay XP Coupe 
2016 Nick Saunders XM Futura Hardtop (no longer a member) 
2017 Mark Ferguson XW Fairmont 
2018 Dale Tonkin XY Falcon 500 Ute 
2019 Alan & Vicki Hall ó63 Falcon Sprint Convertible 
2020 No Winners Due to Covid19 
2021 Martin Arbon XE 351 sedan 
2022 Jason Lamperd XM Futura Hardtop  
2023 Thomas McMillan             ED XR8 
2024 Dale Tonkin XE Falcon S Pack 
 

 
Who is Mike Shultz, and Why the Memorial Trophy? 

 

As an RAA Patrolman he bought a wealth of experience and knowledge to the Club and accepted the 
role of Secretary. He was a corner-stone of the Club and was instrumental in gaining Historic Registra-
tion for the Club during its period of growth. 
 

Late in 2003, after a short illness, Mike passed away in December of that year. 
In memory of such a respected member, the Mike Schultz Memorial Trophy was established and 
awarded to the Best Presented Vehicle at The All Ford Day. 
 

The initial winner was chosen by Mike Schultzôs family, it is now judged by the previous winner. 
 
Congratulations to Dale Tonkin, 2024 winner of the trophy. 
 
Read Daleôs story of the XE on the next page, with pictures supplied by Dale. 

 

 All meetings held at the Model óTô Ford Clubrooms, Port Road, 

(opposite Officeworks) Allenby Gardens.  

7pm for 7.30pm start. 

1st Monday every month, unless advised otherwise,  

either by email or Facebook members only page. 

New members always welcome. 
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%@KD 5NMJHM½R bjid 9& '@KBNM 4 1@BJ  
My 1983 XE Falcon S Pack was purchased in January 2016, I found it in a side street in Kadina on a fami-
ly holiday the month prior. With help from a local mate the owner was found and a deal was done.  
 
The original plan was just a side project while I was restoring my Datsun 1600. Was just going to fit a 351 
Cleveland, 4 speed and an E series diff. As I had been collecting XE parts, fit all my best stuff and just use 
it rain hail or shine. I wasnôt going to do any body work or paint except the front bumper where it had been 
cut for a bull bar. 
 
The interior is all original material from a few sets of seats I had. Daniel at TrimWorx made up a good set 
of front seats for me. A manual centre console was sourced and restored. I repaired an original tape deck, 
fitted a hydraulic clutch pedal box and 8 cylinder tacho . 
 
Originally I had fitted an EL LSD 3.45:1 diff. As I wanted the option to run the original 14ò s pack rims I 
adapted the original XE rear disc brakes. Wasnôt a simple and easy job as I initially thought but I made it 
work. I ended up changing the diff again to an ED diff which was a better ratio and was able to swap the 
brakes I had fitted to the previous diff. 
 
The 351 is a period XD XE motor which was completely rebuilt. The block, crank and heads were all ma-
chined and then I did the assembly. The original Thermoquad  carburetor, Motorcraft alternator and distrib-
utor were reconditioned, with new fuel pump, power steering pump and air conditioning compressor. The 
gearbox is a 4 speed single rail which I purchased recon.  
 
All steering and suspension was rebuilt with all new bushes etc, lowered springs. Everything was repainted 
underneath. Master cylinder/booster, callipers and rotors were either recon or new. I currently have 1982 
Globe wheels fitted they were restored by extensive wheel services. 
 
By mid 2022 the car was virtually together and everything I had fitted too the car was restored/recon/
painted to the best of my ability, the bar had risen. The exterior paint condition was now letting the car 
down. The decision was made to repaint the car. Apart again, necessary repairs were done and put in pri-
mer. The Early Falcon Nationals was fast approaching so it sat idle for 5 months. On January 1st 2023 I got 
back into prepping for paint and I did my first 2k paint job later that month. Colour is factory Brahma 
Beige. 
 

I decided that the All Ford Day 2023 was an achievable goal to have the car finished by. Over the coming 
months and winter it was all bolted back together, new headlining, front screen, door handles, s pack stick-

ers, exhaust, air con hoses etc etc. Muscle car stripes fitted the S pack stripes with were purchased from 
graffix unlimited. Car was completed, registered and drivable by mid September. Apart from some road 
testing itôs first event was the 2023 All Ford Day and picked up a trophy for best XD-XF. 
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Christmas BBQ 

The Christmas BBQ was enjoyed by members and their families, with Santa bringing gifts for the kids and 
Mark with his helpers keeping everybody well fed. Drinks were provided by the West Croydon Footy Club 
bar. The cars looked great, as always, on the oval. 
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Coffee and Chrome at Mile End, Saturday January 25th. Jasonôs pictures. 
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Day After Australia Day Cruise And BBQ 
A cruise and barbeque was held at the club 
room on the Monday holiday for Australia Day.  
Sam Rochester supplied these pictures.  
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Day After Australia Day Cruise And BBQ 


